
Cowes is the 
world’s most 

famous sailing 
destination

Memorable experiences at Cowes

Cowes offers exceptional visitor 
appeal with world famous tourist 

attractions such as Queen 
Victoria’s royal palace Osborne 

and Carisbrooke Castle

chc@cowes.co.uk   |  +44 (0)1983 293952 cowesharbourcommission.co.uk/cruise

Discover the 
historic town of 

Cowes and 
home of world 

yachting 

Passengers 
disembark at 

Trinity Landing 
in the heart of 

Cowes
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Cowes Harbour Commission is working proactively 
with "Cruise Britain" and "Visit Isle of Wight" to 
promote Cowes as an authentic small-ship cruise 
destination, encouraged by the rising demand in 
the cruise industry, including growth in the 
Northern European luxury cruise market. 

Welcome to Cowes – Isle of Wight

Boutique destination and gem of the UK South Coast, Cowes, on the Isle of 
Wight, is ideally located and an economical port-of-call for European and 
UK cruise itineraries.

The coastal town of Cowes, an up-and-coming cruise destination and the 
Isle of Wight beyond offer the perfect stopover for cruise operators looking 
to cater to current demand for experiential and personalised travel, whilst 
also delivering a beneficial income stream for cruise lines.

The sheltered anchorages are ideal for small to medium-sized cruise ships 
and provide ample swinging room with a short tender run to Trinity Landing 
in Cowes for disembarkation.

Cruise passengers come ashore at Trinity Landing on The Parade, next to 
Henry VIII's Cowes Castle, home to the prestigious Royal Yacht Squadron 
and in the heart of Cowes. Individual and eclectic shops, art galleries, 
restaurants and cafés, and local artisan food and drinks producers line 
Cowes town’s charming streets. 

Throughout the season, Cowes hosts an unrivalled number of yacht races 
and regattas, with thousands of visitors regularly arriving in the town during 
the season’s major events. Cowes Week is the highlight of the British 
yacht-racing calendar, while the Round the Island Race is one of the largest 
participatory events in the world. 

Cowes and the Isle of Wight deliver exceptional visitor appeal with cruise 
guests able to visit world famous tourist attractions and enjoy a unique 
selection of bespoke, memorable experiences.

Cowes Harbour Commission is facilitating the ongoing development by 
shoreside tour operators of an enhanced and expanded range of exclusive 
excursions for discerning travellers. 

Destination experiences now include: a royalty, yacht racing and rigging 
walking tour of Cowes, an exhilarating RIB ride to The Needles, an 
exploration by bicycle of Victorian history in Cowes and East Cowes, a 
lecture tour or English afternoon tea at Royal Osborne House, a guided visit 
to Ventnor Botanic Gardens, Carisbrooke Castle, or Farringford House – 
Lord Tennyson’s idyll, golf at Freshwater, an expert tour at Mottistone 
Gardens, a chauffeur-driven panoramic tour in vintage cars, and other 
tailor-made trips on the Island that’s known as “England in miniature”.

You are welcome to contact us to find out more about Cowes as a cruise 
destination, and may I encourage you to consider Cowes as a stopover 
port for your Northern European itineraries. 

Capt. Stuart McIntosh
Harbour Master / Chief Executive
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Pilotage & Anchorage Positions
Cowes Harbour Commission provides pilotage for cruise vessels using 
the Cowes anchorage “C1”, suitable for cruise vessels up to 150m 
dependent on weather conditions. 

ABP Southampton provides pilotage for cruise vessels over 150m using 
the “ABP Anchorage”. 

Cruise facilities - Cowes Harbour
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TENDER LANDING POINT
Tenders disembark passengers at the 
Trinity Landing pontoons. The landing 
is rigged with a marquee and a 
welcoming party will be on station to 
assist passengers. Coach parking 
facilities are located at the head of the 
gangway ramp.

CUSTOMS & IMMIGRATION
This will be arranged via the 
cruise line’s appointed agent.
If this is the vessel’s first UK 
port-of-call, Customs and 
immigration will attend the vessel 
on arrival for efficient clearance.

Trinity Landing
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Ashore, cruise passengers can delight in experiencing 
the rich maritime heritage and yachting history of 
Cowes with a visit to the remarkable Sir Max Aitken 
nautical history museum, or lunch at a private Yacht 
Club, and boutique shopping in Cowes High Street. 

Shoreside excursions - Cowes & beyond

Shoreside Excursion Operators
EC Travel +44 (0)207 3763622 | ectravel.co.uk
European Cruise Service UK Ltd +44 (0)1858 288494 | europeancruise.no
Excursions Ltd +44 (0)1793 765222 | excursions.co.uk
Intercruises Shoreside & Port Services +44 (0)207 6368426 | intercruises.com 

Alternatively, passengers may opt for a range of 
interesting land or water-based excursions, including a 
visit to the iconic Needles landmark attraction, 
traditional English cream teas in beautiful gardens, with 
Queen Victoria’s magnificent Osborne House close by 
in East Cowes and Carisbrooke Castle just a 20-minute 
coach ride away via the County town of Newport. 

Over half the Isle of Wight is designated an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty; there are almost 30 miles 
of Heritage Coast, a designation applied to coastlines 
of the highest quality; and the Island is a UNESCO 
Biosphere Reserve in recognition of being one of best 
places to explore the sustainable way people interact 
with their natural environment.

The Island offers spectacular countryside, stunning 
coastline, sandy beaches and a compelling mix of 
attractions including Roman ruins, historic houses and 
monuments, Dinosaur museums, and a steam railway. 
From breath-taking cliffs to rolling green fields and 
sleepy tidal estuaries to endless sandy beaches, the 
Isle of Wight has an incredible range of natural 
beauty to enjoy. 

With over 500 miles of footpaths the Isle of Wight is 
one of the favoured walking destinations in the UK, 
and with miles of disused railway tracks and rural 
roads it has also been voted one of the best places in 
the world for cycling.

With centuries of Island history and truly amazing 
landscapes, it really doesn’t matter what the weather 
is doing. However, there’s more chance of enjoying 
some sunshine on the Isle of Wight than anywhere 
else in England! 
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The Isle of Wight - England in miniature!
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Sir Max Aitken Museum - Cowes

Cowes Week © Paul Wyeth

British Classic Week – Cowes © Guido Cantini

Cowes Classics Week © Rick Tomlinson

Osborne House – East Cowes © English HeritageBeken of Cowes - Marine Photography

The Needles Lighthouse

© visitisleofwight.co.uk

Carisbrooke Castle - Newport © visitisleofwight.co.uk
Headon Warren & The Needles© visitisleofwight.co.uk Godshill village © visitisleofwight.co.uk

Culver Down – Luccombe © visitisleofwight.co.uk

Tennyson Monument - Freshwater © visitisleofwight.co.uk

Benzie of Cowes - Yachtsmen’s Jeweller

Alum Bay & The Needles © visitisleofwight.co.uk
Cowes Week © Paul Wyeth



Port-of-call enquiries - Cowes Harbour

chc@cowes.co.uk   |  +44 (0)1983 293952 cowesharbourcommission.co.uk/cruise

=  

Portsmouth to
Fishbourne

car/passenger ferry

Southampton to
East Cowes
car/passenger ferry

Southampton to
West Cowes

(Red Jet)

Lymington to Yarmouth
car/passenger ferry

Southsea to Ryde
passenger hovercraft

Portsmouth to
Ryde (Fast Cat)

Steam    Railway

Brading Down

Arreton Down

S
te

nb
ur

y 
D

o
w

n

Br ighstone  D
ow

n

Cheverton  D
own

Tennyson  Down

Wroxal l
Down

Niton
Down

Newbar
n

St 
Mart ins

A3020

A3021

A3
05

4

A3055

A3055

A3054

A3
05

5

A3054

A326

B3055

B3055

B3
05

4

A337

A337

B3058

A337

A3
05

5

A3054

A3020

A3056

A3
05

4

A27
B3334

A32

A32

A27

A2
88

A288

A2
88

A3

B2177

B2177

B2
14

9

M27

M27

M275

A3(M)

12

5

4

3

11

10

9

8

1

8
3

8

8

4

65

7

A27

A35

A35

Fishbourne
Whippingham

East
Cowes

Osborne
House

Carisbrooke 
Castle

Gurnard

BembridgeBrading

St Helens

Seaview

Havenstreet

Carisbrooke

Arreton

Godshill

Niton

Calbourne

Chale

Blackgang

Totland Freshwater 
Bay

Newbridge

Newtown

Mottistone

Brighstone

Gatcom

COWES

Ryde

Sandown

Shanklin

Ventnor

NewportYarmouth 

Lymington

Milford
on Sea

PORTSMOUTH

SOUTHAMPTON

GOSPORT

Portchester

Lyndhurst

Brockenhurst

Hythe

Fawley

BlackfieldBeaulieu
Lee-on-the-Solent

Southsea

Stubbington

Locks
Heath

FAREHAM
To NEW FOREST

NATIONAL PARK

ISLE OF WIGHT

THE SOLENT

SOUTHAMPTON
WATER

St Catherine’s
Point

The
Needles

Haylin
g

Portsea
Island

2 miles

3 kilometres

0

0

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2017
Produced by PCGraphics 01983 400228

NOT TO BE USED FOR NAVIGATION

50°46’.08N  01°17’.95W
UKHO charts 2036, 2038, 2793 

Arrange a Cowes stopover

Port Agents

Contact the Cowes Harbour Master
Harbour Office, Town Quay, Cowes,
Isle of Wight PO31 7AS

+44 (0)1983 293952
chc@cowes.co.uk
cowesharbourcommission.co.uk

Denholm Wilhelmsen Ltd +44 (0)2380 713134 
denholm-wilhelmsen.com | agency.sou@denholm-wilhelmsen.com

GAC Services (UK) Ltd +44 (0)191 431 8976 
gac.com/uk | cruise.uk@gac.com 

Inchcape Shipping Services (UK) Ltd +44 (0)2380 930605 
iss-shipping.com | gbsou1@iss-shipping.com

Intercruises Shoreside & Port Services +44 (0)2380 682680
intercruises.com | portagencyuk@intercruises.com


